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STATEMENT ON DISTANCE LEARNING  

Since school campuses closed three weeks ago, ESE Advisory has maintained constant liaison with Broward County 

Public Schools’ Exceptional Student Learning Support division and others to support the difficult transition to distance 

learning. By sharing parents’ perspectives, identifying needs, and representing on issues of concern, we continue to play 

a constructive role in this community effort to keep students learning. 

Through outreach also to parents of students with disabilities, teachers, advocates, community providers and others, I 

have also personally heard many individual stories in which educators have stepped up to support their students with 

compassion and creativity, while also juggling the same personal challenges as the families they serve. We are grateful 

to all who are working for our children. 

There remain some key struggles and disparities that require deeper collaboration to now resolve if this learning 

community is to leave no child behind. Our homes have become classrooms and parents need teachers in those 

classrooms with them, engaging virtually with students. Parents in many cases have had to take on the role of 

professional educators overnight - often in addition to, or at the expense of, their own jobs and duties - and must wade 

with their children through downloaded worksheets or lists of digitized assignments in the absence or shortage of direct 

teacher-to-student contact. This is not their skill-set and is, in some cases, adding to the challenge and anxiety. For 

students with disabilities in need of specialized instruction and services, the needs are even broader; speech therapy, for 

example, cannot be delivered with fidelity simply by means of a written Q&A on Canvas, or as effectively with a 

telephone call. In normal times, we send our children to school to interact with trained professionals. Technology allows 

for us to now bring those trained professionals into our homes and there has never been a better time to embrace it.  

It would be unrealistic to expect a perfect system of homeschooling in current circumstances - this is crisis schooling, in 

crisis conditions. But students deserve equity of access to direct instruction and fidelity of services. They need 

meaningful work in realistic volume, that is appropriate to student competency and mindful of circumstance at home - 

and they need human interaction, with opportunities to both see and hear their teachers and engage with their 

classmates, not only academically but socially too. In the new socially distanced world into which we’ve all been thrust, 

children’s bewilderment at the loss of personal interaction runs deep. Educators and service providers not already using 

Zoom or Microsoft Teams should be supported and encouraged to close this gap, and to know the value of doing so. It is 

hard for many parents to understand why this could not be mandated, and how FAPE can be provided without it.  

We all need to be mindful, of course, of the varied circumstances people currently face. Parents may not know what a 

teacher is going through at home; likewise, teachers may not have insight into the ways in which their students’ families 

may be suffering and struggling also. The heavy lifting is not all on one party, but on all of us – dialog is crucial and above 

all else, the social-emotional aspect and mental health of all parties must be the priority. 

It is perfectly understandable that educators who have not yet embraced videoconferencing may feel apprehensive or 

reluctant to do so; likewise some parents and students. But these methods can make a difference between a child 

engaging or not engaging, and in their education coming alive. Most importantly, it can bring back a little of the 

familiarity students need, restore human connections, support our most fragile learners  - and put our valuable teachers 

back at the heart of the classroom. 
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